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Date 2013 October 11 - 14
Venue Yamagata Museum of Art
Ticket Advanced ticket ¥1000
Door sales ¥1200

Presented by / Contact
Yamagata International
Documentary Film Festival
(Yamagata Office)

#201, 9-52 Kinomi-cho,
Yamagata City 990-0044
JAPAN

tel: 023-666-4480

fax: 023-625-4550

email: info@yidff.jp

website: www.yidff.jp

Support

Association for

Corporate Support of

the Arts GB Fund

on the Village of litate in Fukushima
Prefecture, recorded for close to 2 years
after the disaster and compiled into

a single 4-hour film. A dairy farmer
commits suicide, writing in his will,
“My fellow dairy farmers, do your best
and do not lose to the nuclear power
plant.” But what does it mean to not
lose to the power plant? Does anyone
have the answer?

20:05 | A Man Who Returned

— The distance to Happiness, from
Tokyo to Fukushima

TAKEUCHI Masatoshi / 2012/ 74min / with English Subtitles
This film follows a man who returns
to Fukushima after having evacuated
to Tokyo. We meet old friends he
reunited with in Tokyo, and former
students he once taught in cram school.
Within the narrow space between
preparation for a new life and the

words, “I will return to Fukushima

Cinema with Us 2013

Special Program in YAMAGATA International Documentary Film Festival 2013

The Great East Japan Earthquake occurred on March 11, 2011.

In October of the same year, we hastily organized this special program,

which captures the confusion and lives of people immediately after the disaster through films and unedited images.

Two years have past since the event,

and after many screenings we are yet again organizing a program under the name “Cinema with Us.”

We live now in a post-quake era, in which things that have changed, things that have not changed,

and things that we can longer find have intermingled. These films confront these (extra) ordinary days,

providing a window through which we “people who live in disaster’s wake” can connect,

despite our being out of phase with one another.

However, the films that have been selected in this program are less than ten percent of those I have had the opportunity to see.

In these past two years there have been many “windows,” in many different forms.

T honestly cannot say whether all their facts and assertions are correct.

Yet, without limiting ourselves to everyday correctness,

I believe that those things that some of us cannot accept can capture precisely the realities of others.

OGAWA Naoto
Coordinator

PROGRAM

venue: Yamagata Museum of Art 1F
Exhibition Room 1

October 11, Friday

.

10:00 | Chasing Santa Claus

IWABUCHI Hiroki / 2012 / 80min / with English Subritles
The Pageant of Starlight is a Sendai
winter tradition. Despite fear that it may
not be held, the winter immediately
following the disaster also saw the streets
of Sendai decorated with illumination.
Extravagance like a fleeting dream, the
small voices of those who recall their
families without exaggeration, and the
song born from this city.

12:20 | Living Through March 11,
2011 — Words That Remember The
Great East Japan Earthquake

AOIKE Kenji / 2013 / 97min / with English Subriles
Kadowaki Elementary school in
Ishinomaki City. What happened to the
children, teachers, and their families
during the earthquake and tsunami?
Detailed interviews are conducted

with 37 people about their experiences
immediately after the disaster until

the following morning. Their stories

do not provide lessons learned from

the catastrophe, but rather tell of the
existence of that school itself.

15:00 | The Will — If Only There
were No Nuclear Plants

TOYODA Naomi, NODA Masaya /

2013 / 225min / with English Subritles

A large volume of images focusing

soon,” where could this man with an

ambiguous laugh be going?

October 12, Saturday

+

10:00 | A2-B-C

Ian Thomas Ash / 2013 / 71min / with English Subticles
The title of this film comes from the
result of a thyroid gland test. “A2”
means that there is no immediate
danger, but that ongoing observation
is advised. However, the children who
were tested and their mothers express
doubt over this result. Is what they are
feeling needless fear, or is it the truth?
In a time when the word “safety” has
become a vacant sound, there are no
answers to this question.

12:20 | Sewers Recovery of Sendai
TAKANO Hiroyuki / 2013 / 30min

These images indifferently record the
process of restoration work performed
on the sewage pipes that stretch out
under Sendai. Without even adopting
the gaze of a news report, it is a site
without conversation, assertion, or
tears. Nevertheless, scars left from the
earthquake remain deep, somewhere
we cannot see.

My Neighbors in Haramachi,
Minamisoma

OKA Tatsuya / 2013 / 60min / with English Subricles
The filmmaker’s hometown, the
Haramachi District of the City of
Minamisoma. This film aims a calm
gaze upon the people who live there,
letting it be known that they continue

to live within close proximity to

the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear

Power Plant, and finding relief in

the difficulty of capturing struggles
relating to the disaster.

14:50 | Dance of Reincarnation
performed by Kesennuma high school students
MIYAMORI Yousuke / 2013 / 45min / wich English Subtiles
Despite having lost their practice
space when their gym was
appropriated as a shelter, the
Kesennuma High School Dance Team
continues to dance under the blazing
sun. They do not shy away from the
camera. Their faces show carefree
smiles intermixed with anxiety, and in
them dwells a power to overcome.
The Meaning of Life

SHIMAMORI Chikako/ 2012/41min / with English Subticles
A father manages a fish processing
company in the City of Hachinohe,
Aomori Prefecture. He makes every
effort to restore his company, which
was lost in the waves. We see the

face of a fourth-generation company
president, and the face of a father as

he addresses his daughter through the
camera. This father who watches over
his family and his employees, is strong
yet charming.

17:20 | Live Your Dream

— The Taylor Anderson Story

Regge Life / 2012 / 80min

Having been attracted to Japan since
her teenage years, Taylor Anderson sets
off to Ishinomaki to take a position as
an assistant language teacher, and later
passes away in the tsunami. Through
interviews with the people who knew
her, we come to know her kindness and
resolve, which cross borders.

19:40 | A View of the Coast

SUZUO Keita / 2013 / 100min / with English Subritles
While traveling up the Iwate, Miyagi
and Fukushima coast, the camera
pauses on the forms and voices of
people who remain — elderly people
constantly moving their hands in
attempts to recover lost things, and
youth who just sit on the ground.
While on a map, this may just be

one continuous coastline, there is a

different time that flows there.

October 13, Sunday

.

14:00 | Tough It Out: One Year After
the 2011 Great Sanriku Tsunami
MORIOKA Norihito/ 2012/ 99min / with English Subtiles
Immediately after the 2011
earthquake, a Mainichi Broadcasting
news team leaves Osaka for
Minamisanriku town. Their coverage
of the disaster, which spans the
following year, becomes more than
just an ordinary news report. The
challenges of “life” in the aftermath of
the tsunami are written in the stories
etched on their faces.

16:00 |

The people living in HADENYA
AGATSUMA Kazuki / 2013 / 128min /

with English Subticles

Hadenya District of Minamisanriku
Town, Miyagi Prefecture. Since 2008

a camera has recorded the lifestyles

of people who live by receiving the
charity of the sea. On March 11, 2011
this production had to stop, but the
film was completed at the request of
those who wanted to see Hadenya as it

existed before the disaster.

October 14, Monday

.

10:30 | TSUMUGU — Students of
Yuriage Junior Hifh School

ONO Daisuke / 2013 / 74min

Yuriage Junior High School in the
City of Natori, Miyagi Prefecture.
The camera records changes in the
hearts of people who have lost family,
friends, and students, from the date of
the disaster throughout the following
year. While accepting the sadness of
loss, human relationships gradually
weave themselves, creating the first
step to a new life.

Admission Free / vunue: Yamagata Museum of
Art 1F Exhibition Room 2

13:10 | ASAHIZA

FUJII Hikaru / 2013 / 80min / wich English Subtiles
The Asahi-za Theatre in the City

of Minami-Soma, Fukushima was
founded in 1923 as a playhouse. It
closed its curtains in 1991, but in
2008 its supporters formed the Asahi-
za Appreciation Club, which remains
active today. Even after the earthquake
and tsunami, its members’ faces
continue to light up when sharing their

memories of their city’s movie theatre.

DISCUSSION

venue: Yamagata Museum of Art 3F
Exhibition Room 5

Admission Free / with English Interpretation
October 13, Sunday 12:30-14:00

Discussion 1| Archiving Documentary
films about 3.11

Yamagata International Documentary
Film Festival is planning to collect and
archive documentary films on the Great
East Japan Earthquake. In this panel,
we discuss how our goal can be achieved
and how we can use it for our future.
Panelist:

OKADA Hidenori

MIURA Tetsuya

MATSUYAMA Hideaki

October 14, Monday 15:30-17:00

Discussion 2 | Shooting Tohoku after 3.11
What can we do with film? How
much does it take to understand? Our
questions continue on and on. But
instead of trying to find answers to
the questions, in this panel, we discuss
what can we achieve by pointing a
camera and continuing to connect with
the reality of the post disaster state.
Panelist:

FUJII Hikaru

ONO Daisuke

MATSUBAYASHI Yojyu

EXHIBITION

venue: Yamagata Museum 5 (3rd Floor

Exhibition Room) / Free Admission
October 12-15 10:00-17:30

3.11 Record of Memory —Then and Now
Exhibition features photographs shot
immediately after the disaster struck
and how they look now.

Presented by NPO 20th Century Archive Sendai



